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Usual school “curriculum” = “academic subjects”

PA BoEd “academic standards”

Arts & Humanities

Final Form Career Education & Work

Civics and Government 

Economics

Environment and Ecology

Family and Consumer Sciences 

Geography

Health, Safety & Physical Education

History

Mathematics

Reading, Writing, Speaking, & Listening 

Science and Technology 

90-80-70-60 grading inhibits “try try try”

Grading

Letter grades and their suggested percentage equivalents are:

90 - 100% = A

80 - 89% = B

70 - 79% = C

60 - 69% = D

0 - 59% = F
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Etymology of “curriculum” (Webster)

1 “Race course” = real problems in community
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2  Learn rapidly by intelligent fast failure!

Others have used IFF successfully



The “bicycle model” of curriculum

frame, axles = concept (Teens 4 Good)

urban ag, safety, environment,

entrepreneurship, marketing)

spokes = “academic subjects”
math (trig, geometry, statistics)

English (read, write, speak, listen)

science/tech (chem, physics, bio)

arts (music, drawing, dance)

others

back tire = skills that drive forward

innovation, analysis/eval, marketing

relationships, technology, presentation

road = context/curric. (rubber meets road)

design/solution/proposal, ads,

partners, investors, products, services

valve, air =

positive 

psychology

leading tire = personal skills

career, fitness, tech,

time manage, finance

student

effort

choices (steer to strengths)

Math subject material from PA Core



English subject material from PA Core

Art subject material from PA Core



Career subject material from PA Core

“Curriculum” is often taught as “pile of spokes”
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Monday morning!  Day 1.  Boundaries.

7:45  Greet each student at the door.  Lesson in finding location.

"Welcome.  Please take this index card and find your place – A3, C2, E5.”
8:00 rules discussion.  

R = C + C  … responsibility = choices + consequences.

- Brainstorm examples.  Getting a driver’s license.

- Coach decides 5 (e.g., one person talks at a time); students decide 5.

- “Respect each other.” Discuss meaning of “respect”.
- Pair-share about consequences.  Consequence specifics?!!!

9:00 develop a presentation on rules in groups of 3.

- Learn basic computer skills: Powerpoint, web, writing.

- Learn basics of “good slides”.  
- Analysis, thinking things through.

- Presentation practice.

11:45 lunch

12:30 in-group practice presentations.  Place in portfolio to mark the beginning.

2:00 exercise (shower?)

3:30 revisions of presentation

5:00 dismissal

Day 2.  Creativity.

7:45 Greet each student at the door.  Responsibility (checklist for visuals etc.).

8:00 presentations.

- practice first.

- actual presentations.  Write actual rules on board.

- circle repeated words, show evaluation of “brainstormed ideas”.
- summarize rules, type, and make copies for everyone.

10:00 self-evaluation

10:30 creativity lesson.

- Discussion on, “Who is creative?  What makes a person creative?”
- Example with making money!

- Brainstorm and evaluation (fluency and flexibility).  Categories.

11:45 lunch

12:30 develop presentation on your own original watch idea.  Elaboration.

2:00 exercise (shower?)

3:30 practice presentations.

5:00 dismissal



Day 3.  Entrepreneurship Convention!

7:45 Greet each student at the door.  Entrepreneurship.

8:00 teamwork.

- collaboration checklist.  Encouragement.  Constructive criticism.

- develop presentation further.

- setting up meetings with Mrs. Butler, when she is busy.

10:00 Entrepreneurship Convention.

- Students choose which watch to buy.

- Analyze the results.

- Presentations in portfolios.

11:45 lunch

12:30 self-evaluation.  Analyze how to improve your teamwork, other skills.

2:00 exercise (shower?)

3:30 compare and contrast Wild Scholars with usual public schools.

5:00 dismissal

Day 4.  Teens 4 Good

7:45 Greet each student at the door.  Guest speaker.

8:00 teamwork.

- listening skills.

- brainstorm/evaluation on greeting an invited speaker.

9:00 develop simulation on treating an invited speaker.

- teamwork, internal flu/flex.

- presentations.

10:30 presentations

11:45 lunch

12:30 invited speaker about Teens 4 Good

2:00 exercise (shower?)

3:30 flu/flex possibilities.

5:00 dismissal



Day 5.  Business trip

7:45 Greet each student at the door.  Business trip.

8:00 teamwork.

- What will happen on this trip?

- brainstorm/eval ideas.

10:00 visit Teens 4 Good.

11:45 lunch

2:00 exercise (shower?)

3:30 compare and contrast Wild Scholars with usual public schools.

5:00 dismissal
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